THE  CHILDREN'S  OMNIBUS

ions that it no longer afforded him any sport; finally,
he bethought himself of a pair of fierce lions which
had lately been sent to him as presents, and he
determined, with these ferocious brutes, to hunt
poor Rosalba down. Adjoining his castle was an
amphitheatre where the Prince indulged in bull-
baiting, rat-hunting, and other ferocious sports.
The two lions were kept in a cage under this place;
their roaring might be heard over the whole city, the
inhabitants of which, I am sorry to say, thronged
in numbers to see a poor young lady gobbled up by
two wild beasts.

The King took his place in the royal box, having
the officers of the Court around and the Count
Hogginarmo by his side, upon whom his Majesty
was observed to look very fiercely; the fact is, royal
spies had told the monarch of Hogginarmo's behaviour,
his proposals to Rosalba, and his offer to fight for
the crown." Black as thunder looked King Padella
at this proud noble, as they sat in the front seats of
the theatre waiting to see the tragedy whereof poor
Rosalba was to be the heroine.

At length that Princess was brought out in her
night-gown, with all her beautiful hair falling down
her back, and looking so pretty that even the beef-
eaters and keepers of the wild animals wept plenti-
fully at seeing her. And she walked with her poor
little feet (only luckily the arena was covered with
sawdust) and went and leaned up against a great
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